September 4, 1996

lung, and liver transplants. Hospitals must
apply for certification to perform each type of
transplant and receive Medicare reimburse-
ment. There are approximately 160 hospitals
across the country which hold such contracts.

We seem to be under the impression that
because we have approved these facilities, all
of the items in their bills to Medicare are justi-
fied. But this is not the case; hospitals add on
approximately 25 percent of an imported or-
gan’s acquisition cost to cover a portion of ad-
ministrative and general overhead costs, such
as laundry, housekeeping services, rent, and
utilities. This add-on system cost Medicare
$22 million in 1995.

Let me back up for a moment and put this
in context. Under the diagnostic related group
[DRG] system, Medicare pays hospitals a set
rate for each type of injury or illness. The
DRG payment covers all items and services
provided by the hospital to the patient, and in-
cludes an allocation for overhead associated
with each service rendered. Organ acquisition
is covered separately from the DRG for organ
transplants. In this case, Medicare separately
reimburses transplant centers for the acquisi-
tion cost of each organ. It is this cost to which
hospitals make the add-on. The problem lies
particularly with cases in which the organ is
imported from an organ procurement organiza-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, | do not mean to imply that
hospitals have acted inappropriately. It is nor-
mal practice for hospitals to distribute their
overhead to cost centers which are not cov-
ered by DRG’s. Indirect costs are allocated
across the board to all possible cost centers.
However, the DRG for organ transplantation
already includes an allocation for overhead.
Since no medical service is associated with
simply acquiring an organ from an outside
agency and then biling Medicare for the
organ, adding a portion of unrelated adminis-
trative and general costs is unreasonable.

For example, if acquiring an organ cost a
hospital $10,000, Medicare would be billed
that amount plus an extra 25 percent, bringing
the total to $12,500. This process bleeds the
system of millions every year by charging
Medicare more than its share of the overhead
costs associated with transplants. The 25 per-
cent add-on is not associated with medical
services to the patient, nor administrative or
general services other than billing Medicare. If
we allow this practice to continue, Health and
Human Services estimates suggest that this
will cost Medicare as much as $35 million in
1999.

The bill would amend title XVIII of the Social
Security Act to provide for savings in the Med-
icare Program by reducing overhead payment
for Medicare transplant centers. It states that
hospitals may not allocate their general or ad-
ministrative costs to the acquisition cost of or-
gans imported for transplant as they determine
costs to be reimbursed by Medicare. This is a
bill to improve the efficiency of the Medicare
Program, an objective | believe we all would
like to accomplish.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks
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Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, | would
like to take this occasion to commend and
congratulate Command Sgt. Maj. Joseph C.
Taitano of the Guam Army National Guard on
his distinguished career and his well-earned
retirement. A 30-year veteran, Command Ser-
geant Major Taitano served in Vietham and in
the Persian Gulf.

Born in the village of Tamuning, he is the
son of Henry and Josephine Taitano. He grew
up in the village of Dededo and attended
George Washington Senior High School. Upon
graduating in 1966, he enlisted in the Army
where he rose from the ranks. Serving in var-
ious leadership positions ranging from squad
leader to command sergeant major, Command
Sergeant Major Taitano holds the distinction of
being the only soldier to have served in all of
the Army’s components in the sergeant major
position. His assignments included tours of
duty with the 101st Airborne Division in Viet-
nam and the Army Central Command/3d U.S.
Army in the Persian Gulf. He was also sta-
tioned at a number of locations prior to being
assigned to the Guam Army National Guard.

A host of awards and decorations were con-
ferred to him during three decades of service.
They include, among others, two Bronze Star
Medals, five Meritorious Service Medals, five
Army Commendation Medals and an Army
Achievement Medal. Aside from attending the
University of Guam, Command Sergeant
Major Taitano received a wide range of formal
military and technical training. He also com-
pleted numerous leadership courses including
the Command Sergeant Major Course.

After 30 years of distinguished and dedi-
cated service, Command Sergeant Major
Taitano has chosen to retire from the Army in
order to spend more time with his family. In
addition to the great contributions his military
career has made toward the strength and se-
curity of this Nation, Command Sergeant
Major Taitano’s achievements have undoubt-
edly brought pride to the Island of Guam and
its people. He is a role model; he is a leader;
he is a great representative of his island
home.

| join his parents, Henry and Josephine
Taitano, who, together with his children—
Nolan, Samantha, Neal, Sophina, and their
mother Elizabeth—are proud to celebrate his
great accomplishments. On behalf of the peo-
ple of Guam, | congratulate Command Ser-
geant Major Taitano. | hope that he enjoys his
well-earned retirement and wish him the best
in his future endeavors.

Si Yu'os Ma’ase’ CSM Taitano.
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Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong
support of H.R. 3487, the National Marine
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Sanctuaries Preservation Act. This bill con-
tains language | introduced in the Committee
on Resources to amend the boundaries of the
Flower Garden Banks Marine Sanctuary in the
Gulf of Mexico to include a nearby area known
as Stetson Bank. The Flower Garden Banks
Sanctuary was established by Congress in
1992, and has been a model for the National
Marine Sanctuary Program. It is located 120
miles off the Texas coast and protects the
northernmost living coral reefs on the U.S.
Continental Shelf. The Sanctuary Program has
demonstrated our ability to preserve and pro-
tect valuable marine resources, such as the
coral reefs of the Flower Garden Banks, while
sustaining the important multiple uses of the
surrounding marine environment.

Stetson Bank is a small coral bank approxi-
mately three-quarters of a square mile in area.
Currently, it is a no activity zone under Mineral
Management Service regulations which pro-
hibit exploring, developing, or producing oil,
natural gas, or minerals. Stetson Bank pro-
vides habitat for a spectacular array of fish
and invertebrates and is a feeding ground for
manta rays, whale sharks, and spotted dol-
phins.

These resources have made this area a
popular destination for sport divers to spear-
fish and collect shells; activities which have re-
sulted in depletion of the natural resources
and severe anchor damage to the coral forma-
tions. These effects have led local scientists
and sports diving groups to request inclusion
of Stetson Bank in the protection and preser-
vation measures of the Flower Gardens Bank
Sanctuary. This will help ensure these valu-
able resources will be preserved for future
uses.

| would like to thank Chairman YOUNG, rank-
ing member MILLER and their staffs for their
help bringing this bipartisan legislation to the
floor. | would also like to thank the petroleum
industry representatives for their help. | be-
lieve this is a piece of legislation that will add
to the economic and ecological riches of the
gulf, and | urge the support of my colleagues.
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Mr. SCARBOROUGH. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to a man of great commit-
ment and devotion, Pastor L.M. Thorne. For
over 30 years, Pastor Thorne has spread
God’s word to countless individuals while en-
riching the lives of those who know him. He is
truly an inspiration to us all.

Pastor Thorne committed himself at a very
young age to spreading the Gospel of the
Lord His formal training began at the South-
eastern Bible College in Lakeland, FL, where
he received a bachelor of theology. He then
went on to earn a doctor of divinity at the
Christian International University.

Pastor Thorne established the Abundant
Life Church in Fort Walton Beach, FL, and
Samson, AL, in the mid-1970’s. The Fort Wal-
ton Beach church boasts an extremely active
congregation of over 500 families, active not
only in the local community, but across the
Nation and abroad as well. Abundant Life has
sent numerous missionaries to the foreign
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mission field and eight senior pastors to local
churches in the United States. The Christian
Life School of Theology and the Life Enrich-
ment Training School have prepared many
Christian men and women led by the power of
the Holy Spirit to pursue the Christian life.

Throughout his ministry, Pastor Thorne has
remained humble and kept his focus on God
even as he has been recognized nationally for
his work. He has ministered at numerous lead-
ership conferences in the United States
around the world. In addition, Pastor Thorne is
a district overseer in the Liberty Fellowship of
Churches and Ministers and is a member of
the Evangel Fellowship of Churches and Min-
isters.

Mr. Speaker, Pastor Thorne is a shining ex-
ample of the goodness of people. He has in-
deed made a difference and continues to posi-
tively influence the lives of so many by
spreading the Word of God. Pastor Thorne
has led the kind of life for which | think we all
should strive and | thank God for blessing us
with his work.

TRIBUTE TO ROLLIE MULLEN

HON. GEORGE MILLER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 4, 1996

Mr. MILLER of California. Mr. Speaker, it is
with deep personal sadness that | rise today
to share with my colleagues the passing of
Rollie Mullen of Moraga, CA.

Rollie was a truly remarkable woman who
left an indelible mark on our entire community.
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Her career of over 15 years with Battered
Women'’s Alternatives was never just a job to
Rollie—it was a passion. Her advocacy and
activism on behalf of families living with the
fear of domestic violence won her consider-
able praise—Entrepreneur of the Year Award
from Inc magazine and the Haas School of
Business, United Way's Seaton Manning
Award for Outstanding Agency Professional of
the Bay Area, and the San Francisco Founda-
tion’s John R. May Award for creative leader-
ship. But more important to Rollie was the at-
tention it brought to this critical social issue.
Rollie believed that we as a society have a re-
sponsibility not only to intervene in case of do-
mestic violence, but to take steps to prevent
violence in the home from ever occurring. She
put this prevention ideology into practice at
Battered Women'’s Alternatives with much suc-
cess, and she effectively used this success to
promote domestic violence prevention as part
of our public policy agenda.

Rollie’s death is a tremendous loss that will
be felt by our community for some time to
come. Yet those of us who knew her take
great comfort in knowing that her spirit is still
with us in the health and security of the count-
less families who have been healed through
her efforts. She was a caring, dedicated indi-
vidual. She was my friend, and | will miss her.

I would like to enclose the following article
from the Contra Costa Times about Rollie
Mullen.

[From the Contra Costa Times, Aug. 10, 1996]
SERVICES PLANNED AUG. 19 FOR WOMEN’S
CENTER HEAD
(By Maria Camposeco)

Friends, famiy and admirers from across
the country are expected at services Aug. 19
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for Rollie Mullen, a rape-crisis volunteer
who transformed a small shelter into the
pre-eminent Battered Women’s Alternatives
of Contra Costa.

“We are going to celebrate her values,”
said Mullen’s husband of 33 years, Joe
Mullen.

The 56-year-old Mullen died Thursday of an
infection contracted following cancer sur-
gery last month.

A family marriage counselor from Moraga,
Mullen joined the Concord battered women’s
shelter as a volunteer in 1979 and became ex-
ecutive director in 1985.

Mullen raised the facility’s profile and
budget with the help of private donors, in-
cluding the late Dean Lesher, founder and
publisher of the Times newspapers.

“Rollie Mullen was the backbone of Bat-
tered Women’s Alternatives and she is the
reason Dean involved himself in building a
transitional housing center, and why | have
involved myself,”” said Lesher’s widow, Mar-
garet Lesher. “Rollie Mullen cannot be re-
placed, but | think the best way we can
honor her is to go forward with her project.”

A celebration Mass is scheduled at 6:30
p.m. Aug. 19, at St. Monica’s Catholic
Church, 1001 Camino Pablo, Moraga. A recep-
tion will follow.

In addition to her husband, Mullen is sur-
vived by her children, Joseph William
Mullen 111 of New York; Rollie Killeen of
Moraga; Patty Studer of Seattle; father, Ar-
thur J. McGinnis of New Jersey; four sib-
lings; and two grandchildren.

The family asks that in lieu of flowers, do-
nations be sent to Battered Women’s Alter-
natives, P.O. Box 6406, Concord, CA 94524.
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